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India'sForeign Policy towardsits neighbour

Jayita Pal,

Assistant Professor,

Department of Political Science,

RishiBankim Chandra Evening College,

Naihati, West Bengal

No nations can live alone in international society. In recent times increasing globalization and

interdependence between nations all over the globe has enhanced the need for healthy

diplomatic relations among all countries. For that reason, it is necessary to have a sound and

strategic foreign policy. It is crucial for having a voice in international platforms, for effective

trade, investments, and for achieving nations own self-interest. India has successfully

developed its own foreign policy since independence. After independence, India's foreign

policy mainly revolved around fostering new relationships with different nations to maintain

peace and cooperation in the sphere of international disputes such as the Cold War. At that

time India's conflicts with neighbours like China and Pakistan compel India to led necessary

changes in its foreign policy. Relation with USA and Soviet Union were in constantflux due to

the allegiances formed during both the Sino-Indian and the Indo-Pakistani
wars. At this

moment India felt the need of powerful military. India focused on greater military

preparedness and development of more agenda-driven foreign policies. In 1991 India took

more liberal industrial policy and transform its economy more open and thus led its economy

and trade policies with the outside world open. This greatly created opportunities
for

employment and manufacturing
in the country, and also created a new avenue for

cooperation
and interaction with several countries of the world.

Developmentin India's Foreign Policy

The present governmenthas been trying to make active efforts to expand India's diplomatic

footprint,foster
strong international

relations, and use these global relationships
for mutual

advantage and progress.This
method is knownas fast track diplomacy'which

is brought by

Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)government.
It involves a much more concentrated and

proactive

approach to building close
ties than was witnessed in earlier times.This is achieved through

an increased number of personal visits by the Hon'ble Prime Minister to neighbouring
and

other countries, as
wellasincreased participation

in regional and international
conferences

and summits.

This dynamic
approach has some specific goals that

have been set for the nation, These

objectivesare -

a good relation
with neighbouring

countries-
India has a very large boundary and

shares its boundaries
with Afghanistan,

Bhutan, Bangladesh,
China, Maldives, Myanmar,
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